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203 Rose Administration Building | Box 870100 | Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0100 | 205-348-5100 | Fax 205-348-7238
president@ua.edu | http://www.ua.edu

February 27, 2026

Chancellor Sid J. Trant
The University of Alabama System
500 University Boulevard East
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401

Dear Chancellor Trant:

I am pleased to send to you for approval under Board Rule 415 the attached documents for a Stage II submittal for 
the Science and Engineering Complex Renovation for Chemical and Biological Engineering project. 

The resolution requests authorization to negotiate an Owner Designer Agreement with Davis Architects, Inc. of 
Birmingham, Alabama, as the principal design firm for the project.

The item has been thoroughly reviewed and has my endorsement. With your concurrence, I ask that it be added 
to the agenda for The Board of Trustees at their regular meeting on April 16-17, 2026. 

Sincerely, 

Peter J. Mohler
President

Enclosure
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
 

Resolution 
 

Authorization to Negotiate an Owner/ Architect Agreement for the Science 
and Engineering Complex Renovation for Chemical & Biological 

Engineering 
 

WHEREAS, on February 6th, 2026, in accordance with Board Rule 415, the Board 
of Trustees of The University of Alabama (“Board”) approved a Stage I submittal for the 
Science and Engineering Complex Renovation for Chemical & Biological Engineering 
project (“Project”) to be located at 300 Hackberry Lane; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Project will provide enhanced space for research staff, fully 

equipped laboratories, support institutional STEM initiatives, and offer secure storage for 
research materials, while serving as the primary campus hub for Chemical and Biological 
Engineering; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Project will enable research and development by converting 

existing computational offices and laboratories into state-of-the-art wet labs needed for 
advancing the fields of Chemical and Biological Engineering, while also supporting faculty 
recruitment and retention and optimizing the use of existing academic spaces; and

 
WHEREAS, the Consultant Selection Committee, appointed by The University of 

Alabama (“University”), has completed Part 1 of the Consultant Selection Process in 
accordance with Board Rule 415 and negotiations for the Project will be conducted with 
the top ranked firm following Board approval as follows: 

Ranking of Top Firms: 
1. Davis Architects, Inc, Birmingham, Alabama 
2. SS&A Design Collective, Montgomery, Alabama 
3. PH&J Architects, Inc, Montgomery Alabama 

 
WHEREAS, the Project location and program have been reviewed and are 

consistent with the University Campus Master Plan, University Design Standards and the 
principles contained therein; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Project will be funded from Education Trust Fund Advancement 

and Technology Fund allocated in ACT #2025-269, SB114, as further allocated by the 
Board of Trustees of The University of Alabama, in the amount of $6,000,000;  
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WHEREAS, the budget for the Project remains as stipulated below: 
 

BUDGET:   CURRENT 
Construction   $ 4,800,000 
Security/Access Control $ 70,000 
Telecommunication/Data $ 70,000 
Contingency (10%) $ 480,000 
UA Project Management Fee (4.5%) $ 237,600 
Architect/Engineer Fee (6.4%) $ 307,200 
Other $ 35,200 
TOTAL PROJECT COST $ 6,000,000 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Board of Trustees of The 
University of Alabama that: 

 
1. The Stage II submittal package for the Project is hereby approved. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by The Board of Trustees of 

The University of Alabama that Peter J. Mohler, President; Daniel T. Layzell, Executive 
Vice President, Chief Operating Officer and Treasurer; or those officers named in the most 
recent Board Resolution granting signature authority for the University be, and hereby 
are, authorized for and on behalf of the Board to execute an Owner Designer Agreement 
with Davis Architects, Inc., Birmingham, Alabama, for architectural services in 
accordance with Board Rule 415 for this project.
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Firm’s Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Firm’s Ranking: ______________ 
 
 
 

Science and Engineering Complex Renovation for Chemical 
and Biological Engineering 

UA Project No. 254-25-4091 
Date: October 7, 2025 

1. Welcome/Introduction 

a. Design Team   
i. Brief introduction of your firm/team. 

 
ii. Proposed consultants (engineers and specialty consultants are not 

required to be present at interviews, but encouraged). 

2. Design Opportunities/Feedback 
a. Provide examples of specialty STEM research labs that your firm has completed 

for institutes of higher education and explain your firm’s design team 
coordination process.  

3. Roles & Execution 
a. Design and construction roles 

i. Explain your firm’s day to day roles and responsibilities for the project. 

b. Explain your methodology estimating and programming a project of this nature. 

c. Please feel free to incorporate any additional information that you may find 
useful for your presentation. 

4.   Questions & Answers 
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