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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECT 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SUBMITTAL 
 

Meeting Date: April 9 – 10, 2020 
 

CAMPUS: The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

PROJECT NAME: University Medical Center – Addition for Magnetic Resonance Imaging 

PROJECT LOCATION: 850 Peter Bryce Boulevard 

ARCHITECT: Requesting in this submittal 
 

THIS SUBMITTAL: PREVIOUS APPROVALS: 

 Stage I February 6 – 7, 2020 

 Stage II  

 Stage III  

 Stage IV  
 

PROJECT TYPE SPACE CATEGORIES PERCENTAGE GSF 

  New Construction Shell Space  18%  1,100 

  Building Addition  Research Space  22%  1,400 

  Building Renovation   60%  3,800 

  Other      

 TOTAL  100%  6,300 
 

BUDGET  Current 
Construction $ 3,790,000 
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment $ 150,000 
Owner Purchased Furniture $ 2,500,000 
Landscaping $ 50,000 
Security/Access Control $ 25,000 
Telecommunication/Data $ 50,000 
Contingency* (10%) $ 384,000 
UA Project Management Fee** 3%) $ 126,720 
Architect/Engineer Fee*** (~8.13%) $ 312,000 
Expenses (Surveys, Testing, Inspections) $ 25,000 
Other Fees and Services (Advertising, Printing, Postage) $ 100,000 

TOTAL PROJECT COST $ 7,512,720 
*Contingency is based on 10% of the cost of construction and landscaping. 
**UA Project Management Fee is based on 3% of the cost of construction, landscaping and contingency. 
***Architect/Engineer Fee is based on 6.5% of the cost of construction and landscaping plus a 1.25 renovation factor.  
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ESTIMATED ANNUAL OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE (O&M) COSTS: 

(Utilities, Housekeeping, Maintenance, Insurance, Other) 

6,300 GSF x ~$10.89/GSF $ 68,632* 

TOTAL ESTIMATED ANNUAL O&M COSTS: $ 68,632* 

*Not inclusive of MRI O & M   

 

FUNDING SOURCE:   

Capital Outlay:   

Office of Academic Affairs Research Reserves $ 4,976,882 

Office for Research and Economic Development Research Reserves  2,535,838 

   

             O&M Costs:  University Annual Operating Funds                                                       $ 68,632 

 

NEW EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  

           N/A 

 

RELATIONSHIP & ENHANCEMENT OF CAMPUS PROGRAMS: 

The University Medical Center Addition for Magnetic Resonance Imaging project (“Project”) will impact the Sports 
Medicine, Psychology, Educational Neuroscience and Engineering programs as well as provide undergraduate research 
opportunities.  The capability to study the in-tact human body, particularly, the brain with MRI is an essential element 
of propelling The University of Alabama (“University”) to becoming a top-ranked research university.  Having such 
system will positively affect faculty research, faculty and graduate student recruitment and retention as well as enhance 
undergraduate training. 
 

Use of the MRI for the Sports Medicine Clinic will permit the fast diagnosis of sports injuries.  Additionally, the MRI 
system will allow for expanded research in the study of muscle, joint and bone injury, as well as concussion. 
 

Human neuroscience has become critical to Psychology.  Having a research MRI facility at the University will allow for 
the growth of experimental psychology and neuroscience undergraduate and graduate programs on campus.  It will also 
boost the research of the strong clinical psychologists by being able to study the neural bases of psychological disorders. 
 

The new educational Neuroscience program in the College of Education will benefit significantly from having research 
dedicated equipment that allows for the study of the neural bases of learning.  The acquisition of the MRI system will 
allow faculty to expand their research and engage undergraduate students in their work. 
 

Having MRI on campus also opens the door for research that involves the College of Engineering.  Imaging and time 
series analyses, MRI data acquisition and pulse programming, artificial intelligence and machine learning, and 
instrumentation development are only a few areas related to MR that would involve engineering. 
 

Human neuroscience is a growing area of interest for undergraduates because it touches several disciplines.  Having an 
MRI system will create an opportunity for undergraduates to learn more about how brain imaging, neuroscience and 
related research is done. 
 

Human imaging – both body imaging and brain imaging – will transform the research landscape of the campus and 
will attract top faculty, graduate students and undergraduates. 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1 
Project: University Medical Center – 

Addition for Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
BOT Submittal:  Stage II 

Meeting Date: April 9 – 10, 2020  
 

Project Summary 
 

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER – ADDITION FOR MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING 
 
The University Medical Center – Addition for Magnetic Resonance Imaging project (“Project”) 
will consist of the addition of 6,300 square feet (sf) to accommodate a Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) machine suite at the University Medical Center located at 850 Peter Bryce Boulevard.  The 
addition would include one MRI room, shell space for a future MRI and necessary support, 
reception, restrooms and office space.  
 
In addition to medical diagnostic applications in support of the Sports Medicine Clinic operations, 
the capability to study the in-tact human body, particularly the brain, with MRI is an essential 
element of propelling The University of Alabama (“University”) to becoming a top-ranked 
research university. Every top research university has a dedicated research ready MRI system 
(“System”). Having such a System will positively affect faculty research, faculty and graduate 
student recruitment and retention as well as enhance undergraduate training. The high-field MRI 
system will impact the following programs:  Sports Medicine, Psychology, Educational 
Neuroscience, Engineering, and Undergraduate Research, while also assisting in maintaining the 
Carnegie Doctorial Granting classification.   
 
The proposed Project, tentatively planned to be located below and due west of the northwest corner 
of the Student Health Addition, will be a one-story concrete frame set into the hillside to 
accommodate the MRI and support services. The exterior of the addition will be brick veneer with 
cast stone to precisely match and align with the existing Student Health building. The facility will 
be designed to accommodate a future second-floor addition that would align with the existing 
gabled end of Student Health to provide a seamless transition to the buildings.  
 
The potential for a future addition will be accommodated by coordinating and allocating space for 
future vertical circulation needs. 

  

 



























LOCATION MAP

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER
ADDITION FOR MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING
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